
Resource Books and Journals, Literary Nonfiction

(Note: Most of these books are readily available in paperback and/or inexpensively via 
Internet sources. The Talese/Lounsberry book is currently out of print, but can be found 
through alternate sources.)

The Fourth Genre: Contemporary Writers Of/On Creative Nonfiction (3rd ed. by Robert L. 
Root, Jr. and Michael Steinberg)
The Art of the Personal Essay (edited by Phillip Lopate) 
Touchstone Anthology of Contemporary Creative Nonfiction: Work From 1970 to the 
Present, edited by Williford and Martone
In Brief: Short Takes on the Personal, In Short: A Collection of Brief Creative Nonfiction 
(ed. by Judith Kitchen & Mary Paumier Jones) and Short Takes (ed. by Judith Kitchen)
The Best American Essays 4th College Edition (ed. by Robert Atwan ) Note: This is NOT 
one of the annual anthologies; it is one of the college editions.
Writing Creative Nonfiction: The Literature of Reality (ed. by Talese and Lounsberry)
Writing the Memoir by Judith Barrington.
Inventing the Truth: The Art and Craft of Memoir (edited By Baker and Zinsser)
Literary Journalism (edited by Sims and Kramer)
Tell It Slant: Writing and Shaping Creative Nonfiction by Miller and Paola
The Art of Fact by Bill Roorbach
Creative Nonfiction by Philip Gerard
The Nonfictionist’s Guide: On Reading and Writing Creative Nonfiction by Robert Root
The Truth of the Matter: Art and Craft in Creative Nonfiction by Dinty Moore

Excellent models can also be found in print and online literary magazines, including:  

Brevity  (very brief nonfiction pieces--750 words or less)
 http://www.creativenonfiction.org/brevity/index.htm

River Teeth
 http://www3.ashland.edu/academics/arts_sci/english/riverteeth/index2.htm

The Fourth Genre
  http://msupress.msu.edu/journals/fg/

Quotidiana  (note: an excellent resource for the classical essay)
  http://essays.quotidiana.org/

Creative Nonfiction
  http://www.creativenonfiction.org/

Kenyon Review
 www.kenyonreview.com



and many, many other sources, including my website at   www.mcclanmuse.com, which 
often contains links to articles and sources


